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December 25

Rituals and worship. According to M.J. Vermaseren and C.C. van Essen, the Mithraic New Year and the
birthday of Mithras was on December 25.
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Jesus as the Son of God

In the Roman Empire, sons of gods were not uncommon. Hercules was a
popular demigod worshiped by soldiers and he was the son of Zeus and a
mortal woman. It was widely believed that the great heroes of the past had
gods for parents. In the Eastern Empire, in places like Egypt, it was

common for kings and pharaohs to be descended from gods. This was less

common among the Romans themselvei but the first Emperor, Augustus, ]

used the initials D.F., which stand for divi filius ('son of the divine one') or

Dei filius ('son of God'). Augustus put this title on his coins and 'son of God'

was also used by the next Emperor, Tiberius, who ruled during Jesus’ The scholar John Dominic Crossan suggests the first Christians deliberately used

lifetime. "Son of God' to present Jesus as a rival to the Roman Emperor
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The church in Rome began formally celebrating Christmas on December p JE 42 = N N
25 in 336, during the reign of the emperor Constantine. As Constantine {ﬂ?‘{EH&T {E &iﬁj‘]lzu ﬁﬁuﬁfj’/ﬁﬁ
had made Christianity the effective religion of the empire, some have %/ﬁ‘jﬁ% /\%g%& ° ﬂztgg%&ﬁé
speculate(.i that choosing this é}ate had the political mot.ive of weakeniflg %EZ }E% E,‘] /F)EEJ/R% % /?bgél% EI/\] %( ,
the established pagan celebrations. The date was not widely accepted in
the Eastern Empire, where January 6 had been favored, for another BT %,%%I%Q%% mﬁ{
half-century, and Christmas did not become a major Christian festival ?’%Eﬂ‘ﬁﬂ% :I"ﬁ . E +-1H Tj( ;I%, 7%

until the gth century.
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<Astronomical Observation>

I. First of Seve njunctions: The Chaldean astronomers
in the east and prepare to travel west.
zedek (Jupiter) comes into conjunction with Nogah (Venus)
as itproceeds toward Melech (Regulus) %z %2%2@%3%
[19th D. 5th M. 3998 F.C. - August 1, 3 B.C.E|]
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Il. Second Conjunction: The Great Sign in the Heavens
Astronomers observe '4 Jupiter) as it comes
into conjunction wi PRegulus) between the feet of
Ariel (the Lion). Yom Teruah — the Day of Trumpets
[1st D. 7th M. 3998 F.C. - September 12, 3 B.C.E ]
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51 nearby village of Beit Lechem. Both being "Netzerim" of the
house of David, Yoseph and Miriam were undoubtedly familiar
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<16> The Word was made flesh and "Tabernacled" among
us. Yeshua is born in a Sukkah on the High Sabbath of the
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